
M I N U T E S 
 

CITY OF DELANO 
CITY COUNCIL – SPECIAL MEETING 

March 15, 2016 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Chavez called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 1015 – 11th 
Avenue. 
 

FLAG SALUTE 
 
Mr. Dowling led the flag salute. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Council members present:  Chavez, Hill, Morris, Pascual, Vallejo 
Council members absent:  none 
 

OFFICIALS PRESENT 
 
Public Works Director & City Engineer Dowling, City Clerk Kraft 
 

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEM 
 

1) Award the franchise contract for multi-family residential and commercial recycling 
collection services to South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse Inc. (six year term, beginning May 
1, 2016) and authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement 

 
Mr. Dowling presented the staff report.  He stated that two bids were received, and South Tulare-
Richgrove Refuse ranked highest. 
 
Dave Guerrero, CEO of South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse presented some background information on the 
company.  He stated his family shops and eats in Delano and they are proud to give back to the 
community. 
 
Carlos Garcia, R&F Disposal, stated it was his understanding that city staff allowed the other bidder to 
bring in documents after the bids were opened.  He stated: South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse is not in Kern 
County and not local; they cover a very small area; they do not do commercial refuse or serve 
municipalities.  He stated that the call for bids required an e-waste program and South Tulare-Richgrove 
Refuse is not an e-waste provider certified by the State.  Mr. Garcia stated that the call for bids did not ask 
for financials so they should not be considered.  He asked Council to reject all the bids. 
 
Mr. Dowling noted that section 2.3 of the call for bids reserved the right to request additional information; 
section 3.4  requires the bidder to provide or co-ordinate an e-waste program; the fee quoted is a big part 
of the ranking. 
 
Lucio Gonzalez stated he is not for either company, but is for the citizens.  He requested Council 
postpone awarding the contract to allow for further study.  He suggested the item be brought back in a 
year and what is said at this meeting be reviewed.  Mr. Gonzalez stated:  no council member read the 



proposal; in 2006 an agreement with Sunset Waste agreed to charge $6 per resident, then that company 
wanted to charge $4 more; the payment to Sunset was $384,000 per year because the city made a mistake; 
South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse says they will pay the city 29% franchise fee, then they will say they 
can’t do it and the city will lower the rate; senior citizens complain about the $2 fee; people will come in 
and complain.  Mr. Gonzalez stated council made up their minds before they looked at the contract; they 
should read the facts and then decide.  He stated he is here for the community of Delano; give the citizens 
a chance to help make the decision; let them look at the contract and if it is fair they will go for it.  He 
asked council to think about it and be reasonable; read the contract and talk to the lawyer; the city is doing 
something wrong here. 
 
Mr. Dowling informed the council that the city attorney did review the contract and approved it.  The 
price will remain the same for the six year term of the contract. 
 
Irma Legron stated she has worked for South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse for eight years; they have been 
mentors and teachers to her; she is thankful for the opportunity; they are proud to serve Delano and will 
expand their service. 
 
Nelson Hernandez spoke representing Richgrove School and South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse.  He stated 
they are members of the community and are helping the community.  They are not as big as other 
companies, but they have to start somewhere; they will do a good job. 
 
Rosa Munoz stated she is employed at Pandol Brothers.  South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse has served 
Pandols for over 25 years.  They are very professional and she feels they will do a wonderful job. 
 
Lorenzo Izarre, CEO of R&F Disposal stated that South Tulare-Richgrove Refuse is a great company; 
years ago his family helped them; the Guerrero family is good people.  He stated the city needs to stick to 
the bid requirements and look at the bids. 
 
Councilwoman Morris stated she does not know either company.  She noted South Tulare-Richgrove 
Refuse handles mostly rural areas, and 29% franchise fee is a lot of money for a small company.  She is 
glad to hear the rates won’t be raised.  She noted she did not see the proposals and would like to have 
more discussion and see the numbers.  She noted that Sunset Waste stated they would give the city time at 
the end of their contract to hire a new contractor.  She suggested the item be discussed in closed session. 
 
Mr. Dowling stated that staff went through the procedure required in the city’s municipal code.  To do the 
work in-house would require one-half person per week.  Other companies thought the contract would be 
too small for them to bid.  Materials collected go to a sorting facility. 
 
Councilman Hill stated he would like to know more about the process.  He stated both are good 
companies and he would like to hear more to make sure the right decision is made. 
 
Councilwoman Vallejo stated that both are great companies.  She expressed concerns with the cost to 
customers and noted they are charged based on the number of bins and their size.  She stated she did not 
agree with the agreement and that now is the time to negotiate for better rates for businesses and multi-
family units.  She also stated that 29% is too high and the RFP should be re-written.  She asked if a 
contract template was used.  Mr. Dowling replied that staff looked at the agreement the City of 
Farmersville has with Sunset and worked with the city attorney. 
 
Mr. Guerrero stated they have a letter from Sunset Waste to purchase their bins.  They do not have to 
purchase a truck.  They have considered all the facts, everything has been well thought out and they ae 
not making a blind decision. 



 
Councilman Pascual stated the contract protects the city.  He is pleased with the process.  It allowed city 
staff to do their job and companies to make their proposals. 
 
Mayor Chavez stated that the city has good staff that can do their jobs.  He stated that if council members 
have questions, they should ask them.  He suggested Mr. Dowling meet with council members who still 
have questions concerning this item 
 
Moved by Councilwoman Morris, seconded by Councilman Hill and unanimously carried to continue this 
item to the April 4, 2016 regular City Council meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Councilman Hill, seconded by Councilman Pascual, and unanimously carried to adjourn at 
6:25 p.m. 
 
______________________ 
Phyllis A. Kraft, City Clerk 


