
MINUTES 
 

CITY OF DELANO 
CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING 

July 20, 2015 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Pascual called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 1015 – 11th 
Avenue. 
 

INVOCATION 
 
Mr. Dowling offered the invocation. 
 

FLAG SALUTE 
 
Councilman Hill led the flag salute. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Council members present:  Ricardo Chavez, Ruben Hill, Liz Morris, Rueben Pascual 
Council members absent:  Grace Vallejo 
 

OFFICIALS PRESENT 
 
City Manager Reyna, City Attorney Garcia, City Clerk Kraft, Finance Director Rios, Police Commander 
Alvizo, City Engineer Dowling, Human Resources Director Zamudio, Chief of Corrections Marshall 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND AWARDS 
 
 Proclaim July 24 – 26, 2015, as Philippine Weekend in the City of Delano 
 
 Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
 

ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Roberto Ibarra thanked staff for cleaning the area near the post office. 
 
Javier Cruz stated the photographs in the police building need to be changed.  He congratulated Ms. 
Reyna on the Finance Department receiving the award. 
 
Cornel Markham stated that Councilwoman Vallejo will not meet him without weapons, but meets with 
people from other countries.  He offered congratulations on new businesses coming to town. 
 
Valerie Gorospe reported she had attended a meeting with the State Department on Toxic Substance 
Control that was also attended by City Associate Engineer Nunez.  She stated that the Center on Race, 
Poverty, and the Environment (CRPE) had sent questions to the DTSC regarding the TCPE plume on 
Main Street, but their responses raised more concerns.  She asked if the city has an evacuation plan.  Ms. 
Gorospe stated the DTSC does not have the funds to clean up the plume.  She asked who is responsible 
and who can clean it up.  She stated there  will be a public meeting August 24 at Delano High School. 
 
Richard Markham stated the DA’s office informed him that they will not take his case.  He stated that 
animal control is getting better and he hopes the city continues to grow. 
 



CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1) Authorization to waive the reading of any ordinance or resolution in its entirety and 

consenting to the reading of such ordinances or resolutions by title only 
 
2) Warrant Register in the amount of $1,824,578.92 

 
3) Minutes of regular City Council meeting of July 6, 2015; special City Council meeting of 

July 9, 2015 
 
4) Minutes of regular Planning Commission meeting of June 10, 2015 
 
5) Letter in support of H.R. 2898, the Western Water and American Food Security Act of 

2015 
 
6) Resolution No. 2015-48 of the City Council of the City of Delano allowing destruction of 

public records pursuant to Government Code Section 34090 (City Clerk Department) 
 
7) Resolution No. 2015-49 of the City Council of the City of Delano consenting to the 

inclusion of properties within the territory of the city in the California Municipal Finance 
Authority (CMFA) Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Program; authorizing the 
California Municipal Finance Authority to accept applications from property owners, 
conduct contractual assessment proceedings and levy contractual assessments within the 
territory of the city; and authorizing related actions 

 
8) Acceptance of the improvements for the 2014 CDBG Delano Community Center 

Rehabilitation Project – Site Access and authorizing the filing of the Notice of 
Completion 

 
9) Approval of an agreement with Youth Educational Sports, Inc. to provide school traffic 

safety education and public outreach services for the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
Project, Project #-SRTSL-5227(042) at various schools in Delano and authorize the city 
manager to sign the agreement     Agreement No. 2015-56 

 
10) Approval of agreement with Ruettgers & Schuler to provide study and design services for 

the construction of traffic signal or round-about at the intersection of Garces Highway 
and Lexington Street and Garces Highway and High Street, authorizing the city manager 
to sign any documents needed to carry out this project    Agreement No. 2015-57 

 
11) Approval to open the 2015 Cool Center at the Ellington Senior Center from July 20 to 

September 30, 2015 
 

Roberto Ibarra asked that items #5 and #10 be pulled for discussion.  Councilwoman Morris asked that  
item #7 be pulled for a presentation by Senator Flores. 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris, and unanimously carried by all those 
present to approve the Consent Agenda with items #5, 7, and 10 pulled for discussion. 
 
Item #5)  Ms. Reyna reported that the city has received a request Representative Valadao for a letter in 
support of H.R. 2898.  This legislation would expand the state’s water infrastructure. 
 
Moved by Councilwoman Morris, seconded by Councilman Chavez and unanimously carried by all those 
present to approve agenda item #5. 
 



Item #7)  Ms. Reyna stated this is an energy efficiency and water program.  She introduced Senator Flores 
who gave a power point presentation regarding water usage and the program. 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris and unanimously carried by all those 
present to approve agenda item #7. 
 
Item #10)  Ms. Reyna reported that because Garces Highway belongs to Caltrans, the city is required to 
do this study before construction can begin. 
 
Roberto Ibarra stated this project will take about 20 years and that Garces Highway should be made four 
lanes.  He asked why the city does not put an underpass at the railroad crossing. 
 
Mr. Dowling explained that the study is a requirement for installation of a traffic light.  Staff has looked 
at a round-about and found it would not work because of the railroad.  He noted funding has been 
approved through TDA.  Mr. Dowling stated a study had been done in 2008 regarding an underpass of the 
railroad and it was found it would cost $60 million.  He added that construction of the traffic signals 
could be in a year. 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris and unanimously carried by all those 
present to approve agenda item #10. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

12) Public Hearing No. 2015-11:  Introduction and first reading of an ordinance amending 
Section 3.18.20 of the City of Delano Municipal Code extending an existing transactions 
and use tax (“Sales Tax” or “Measure I”) 

 
Ms. Rios presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor Pascual asked for public comments. 
 
The following spoke: Roberto Ibarra, Luis Pulido, Javier Cruz, Suzanne Villaruz, Andrew Paragon, Mark 
Ruanto, Cornel Markham, Gloria Herrera.  Comments included: information presented states the money 
goes to the general fund but not what percentages go where; all the questions raised have not been 
answered; there needs to be accountability; citizens want to buy into the sales tax measure, but the city 
needs to sell them on it; the money seems to be used for essentials, but it should be for extras; people 
work hard for their money and council should respect them; we need to support people who live in 
Delano; the informational sheet presented at this meeting is very helpful; council is doing a good job 
convincing the public to support the measure; will the tax have to be extended every ten years; the city 
has made progress in providing for the needs of the community; council should not say what will be taken 
away if the measure fails but what it will do for the citizens if it does pass; citizens know that this council 
is making up for previous councils that did not pay bills for raise taxes; it seems that we had a crises 
seven years ago and now have a crises again; the council is being courageous; the public wants to see 
council continue to advocate for children; citizens are willing to work with the council to approve the 
measure but they need transparency and the city needs to sell it 
 
Mayor Pascual closed the public hearing. 
 
Comments from the council included: Measure I is needed to run the city and that is why it is in the 
general fund; many of the project being done around town are using Measure I funds; other cities are also 
struggling; the current council has addressed every issue head-on; there is transparency in the city’s 
financial reporting; the last two years the city has had a balanced budget for the first time in fourteen 
years; some on the funds are going into a reserve account; we have the first technology center in the 
county; we will have a new recreation center; we are waiting for a grant for the new pool; this council 
chose to address the need for the sales tax and not “kick the can down the street;”  we would survive 



without Measure I but would have to cut back or do without; the city’s unemployment rate had been 41% 
but is now 12%; a new senior center will be built; council appreciates the positive dialogue at this 
meeting; council has respect for what the public feels and says; Measure I is a component of growth 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris and unanimously carried to approve 
the introduction and first reading of Ordinance No. 2015-1476. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
No items 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Mr. Dowling stated he will check the date for the meeting with DTSC.  He reported that the state will 
install carbon filters in AC and cooling units in buildings to mitigate the plume.  He stated that when city 
staff has asked the state what our role is, the DTSC informed us this is their project and the city does not 
do anything.  They are building a case regarding who caused the problem. 
 

COUNCIL STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 
 
Councilman Chavez no items 
 
Councilwoman Morris congratulated the Finance Department on the award.  She reported that last week 
the ground breaking for the YK America hotel and Vineyard project was held.  The ground breaking for 
Dover Parkway and Millennium Drive was also held.  The breezeway murals were unveiled.  She invited 
everyone to attend the Filipino Weekend festivities. 
 
Councilwoman Vallejo absent 
 
Councilman Hill no items 
 
Mayor Pascual no items 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris, and unanimously carried that the 
City Council adjourn to Closed Session at 7:57 p.m.  The City Clerk was excused.  Mayor Pascual was 
appointed Acting City Clerk.  The City Attorney and City Manager were asked to remain. 
 

13) Conference with legal counsel: pending litigation;  pursuant to govt. code 54956.9 
 
 

RETURN TO GENERAL SESSION 
 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris and unanimously carried by all those 
present to reconvene in Open Session at 8:43 p.m.  Mr. Garcia provided a report on closed session as 
follows: 
 
13)  Information was provided; no reportable action taken. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by Councilman Chavez, seconded by Councilwoman Morris, and unanimously carried by all those 
present to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m. 
 
______________________ 
Phyllis A. Kraft, City Clerk 


